
A record 254 high school students competed in the 
Southwestern Energy Arkansas State Science and 

Engineering Fair, held April 1-2 at the University of Central 
Arkansas in Conway.

2011 marks the second of SWN’s fi ve-year, $100,000 
commitment to the organization. Projects were entered in 17 
categories ranging from animal science to chemistry, and 
participants qualifi ed for the state competition by earning 
top placement at regional science fairs across the state.

Supporting educational initiatives like the state 
science fair aligns with our investment in meaningful 
programs where we live and work. The state science 
fair is especially appealing to SWN for our promotion 
of science and engineering – knowledge-based 
studies important to our own operations. 

“We couldn’t be more pleased with the increased 
participation at this year’s event and the continued 
sponsorship of companies like Southwestern Energy 

State science fair draws record numbers

STUDENTS COMPETING IN THE SCIENCE FAIR 
were entertained by Mad Science Performer 
Stephen Cox (top left), worked on several 
experiments and demonstrations (top middle) and 
exhibited their own work such as this project  (top 
right) showing a mechanism that transfers energy 
through the process of magnetic induction.

Company,” said Dr. Mark Bland, president, 
Arkansas Science Fair Association. “The 
work students presented was top-notch. 
Arkansas should be proud.”

Little Rock Central High School student 
Joseph Berleant’s project titled “Using 
Fitness Functions to Produce Plant-Modeling 
L-Systems” took top prize at this year’s 
competition. He studied the process of plant 
growth by using automated evolutionary 
modeling through computer functions. 

Awards ranging from $25 to $200 were 
presented for fi rst, second and third place 
in each category. Top individual and team 
winners will represent Arkansas on an 
international level this May at the Intel 
International Science and Engineering Fair in 
Los Angeles, the world’s largest pre-college 
science fair competition.
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